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WOOD CHIPS 

 
Northwest Indiana Woodworkers Association 

Volume 25, Issue 1 January 2020 
 

President's Ramblings 
 

Greetings Fellow Woodworkers, Happy New Year everyone! I will keep this month's 

letter short.  

January's Program, Silent Auction: Here is your chance to make some room in the 

workshop. Bring in your gently used tools and or supplies that you haven't used in years 

and make a few bucks. This just maybe the thing someone else needs. Pickup a form and 

list the lowest bid you will accept on the item. Then towards the end of meeting, bidding 

will close If your item has no bids you must take it home with you. The club cannot 

dispose of the item. We will also have Gene Clifford, expert in Birding and Bird Houses.  

February's Program is SHOP JIGS.  

April Program is the 2 x 4 Challenge.  

Upcoming events: The Woodworking Shows 2020, Indianapolis,Indiana 1/31-2/2. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 2/21 to 2/23 and Columbus, Ohio 3/13 to 3/15. More information 

can be found at www.thewoodworkingshows.com  

Enjoy this weather and Don't let your tools rust! 

Your President, 

Kevin Sturgeon   

 

From the Treasurer 
Why is our raffle program important? 

    Without this raffle our club could not be as solvent as it is so far. The dues we take in 

are not sufficient enough to pay for all the costs of running the club. In May 2020, the 

http://www.thewoodworkingshows.com/
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rent for the club here at the American legion may go up because of the lack of funding to 

keep it going. Also our club has a similar problem with lack of participation from 

members getting involved at our events where we sell a lot of raffle tickets. Members that 

made items donated to sell at the events also helped out. I would ask members to please 

take some raffle tickets to sell or buy. There are a few members that sell a lot of them or 

buy them. This is a great club, let’s all help support it as much as we can for years to 

come. 

  THANK YOU, Ron Benson 

 

Show and Tell 

 

  

  Kevin Sturgeon     Dick Sader 

  
   Bill Schoech    Kevin Klebs 
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   Jon Robbins     Steve Bennett 

  
   Jon Robbins     Norm Johnson 

 
Julie Sturgeon 
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  John Hunter      Jon Robbins  

 

awards 
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Working with the cub scouts 

 

 
Julie Sturgeon, John Hunter, Norm Johnson and Kevin Sturgeon 
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Items for sale 

 

If you have any wood working related items that you wish to sell through the 

newsletter please contact John Hunter john.b.hunter@frontier.com  Include a 

description and the price you are selling them for, also how you may be contacted. 

 

If you are looking for a tool that another member would like to sell you can place a 

wanted ad in the newsletter, just contact John Hunter at john.b.hunter@frontier.com 

 

2020 
 

January 20
th
 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

January 23
rd

 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 7:00 PM 

 Silent Auction 

February 17
th
 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

February 27
th
 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 7:00 PM 

Shop Jigs  

mailto:john.b.hunter@frontier.com
mailto:john.b.hunter@frontier.com
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March 16
th

 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

March 26
th

 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 7:00 PM 

April 6
th
 Executive Board Meeting 7 PM at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 

April 20
th
 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

April 23
rd

 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 7:00 PM  

 2 x 4 Challenge 

May 18
th

 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

May 28
th

 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 7:00 PM  

June 15
th
 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

June 25
th
 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 7:00 PM  

July 6
th

 Executive Board Meeting 7 PM at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 

July 9
th

 Set Up Club Booth at Steam Show 3 PM 

July 10
th

 – 12
th
 Club Booth at the Steam Show at Lake County Fair Grounds 

July 20
th

 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

July 23
rd

 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 6:00 PM  

August 6
th

 Set Up Club Booth at Lake County Fair 9 PM 

August 7
th

 – 10
th

 Club Booth at Lake County Fair 10 AM – 10 PM 

August 17
th
 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

August 22
nd

 Club Picnic at Hidden Lake Park in Merrillville 

August 27
th
 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 7:00 PM 

September 21
st
 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

September 24
th
 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 7:00  

 PM Program Favorite/Least Favorite tools 

October 5
th

 Executive Board Meeting at 7 PM at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 

October 19
th

 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

October 22
nd

 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 7:00 PM 

November 16
th

 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

November 19
th

 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 7:00  

 PM Toy Program 

December 14
th

 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

December 17
th

 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 6:00  

 PM Christmas Party, Installation and Awards 
 

Bob Flexner’s Finishing Tips 
https://thefinishingstore.com/blogs/news 

 
Asphaltum, A Forgotten Finishing Gem! 

Many years ago, back when the dinosaurs roamed the earth, I had the privilege of working with 

two older gentleman in Charleston, South Carolina. Their forte was antique restoration as well 

as creating reproductions of the same. They went by the names of Jim and Bob, one was from 

Germany as I think, and the other from Sweden or Italy, I can't recall. The language barrier for 

whatever reason was not an issue, even though neither spoke very good English. It was simply 

woodworking seem to create a universal understanding between us.  As close as I could 

https://thefinishingstore.com/blogs/news
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determine they were in their early 70s when I met them. They had a very low-key, hidden little 

shop and the only thing electric was the incandescent light bulbs in the ceiling. Everything was 

old-school, lots of hand saws, old wooden bodied hand planes, molding planes. For me this was 

a dream come true, I was young and anxious to learn, I had my regular day job if you will, but I 

spent as much time as possible with them. I never got paid and in reality I thought I should be 

paying them. It is a time in my life I reflect on daily. 

One of the things I quickly picked up on was their "concoction" that they seem to use on 

everything, it was used to stain, glaze and and worked quite well. The concoction was quite 

simply "Roofing Tar,"thinned with mineral spirits or naphtha. Depending upon the ratio of the 

tar to the thinner you could make about any shade of brown you wanted. I later learned it was 

actually the base for almost all oil base brown stains. They simply used, typically, linseed oil 

and the tar. 

Over the years I kind of almost forgot about it, although I used it many many times. Several 

years ago I was reading a book by Michael Dresner, and he mentioned it. It brought back a lot of 

fond memories. However, somewhere through the years water base and alcohol dyes dominated 

in my work, and so the "concoction" lay dormant in my brain. A couple of weeks ago I was 

looking through the magazine that the Society of American Period Furniture Makers puts out. A 

gentleman had an article about using the Asphaltum for a glaze, and again the lightbulb went 

off. So to refresh my memory and have a little fun, I got some foundation coating without the 

fiber and started experimenting, suddenly my brain was filled with fond memories and superb 

results coloring wood. 

As I stated, by varying the ratio you can create pretty much any color you want. In the photos 

you will note some samples, we were able to match, for example, Min wax Golden Oak, 

Provincial, Early American and so forth. 

You will note that on the extremely sappy Walnut by applying a heavier concentration on the 

sapwood and allowing it to soak a bit then using a thinner mix over the entire thing we were able 

to blend the sapwood as well as give the Walnut a nice golden brown antique look. As most are 

aware Walnut lightens as it ages, not to mention most Walnut today is steamed in the drying 

process. This steaming causes the tannins in the wood to leach into the sapwood and color it. 

The purpose of this has to do with the fact that sapwood in Walnut is considered a defect. 

Steaming allows the lumber mills to have a better yield. Unfortunately, one of the other things it 

does to the Walnut is to make it darker, and in my personal opinion not in a pleasant way. When 

finished it seems to have a purplish tone to it, I am not a fan. By using a thin mix of Asphaltum 

which has the brown/gold tone to it we are able to overcome the purplish tint and have a nice 

color. One of the other advantages is that it will blend varying shades together to give a more 

uniform look. Works wonderfully. 

Here's a photograph of it used on quarter sawn White Oak, you will note that the bottom is 

obviously darker, the color above the darker section mimics Golden Oak. This is a perfect 

example of how you can alter the color to your liking by virtue of the ratio of the tar (a.k.a. 

asphalt) and the mineral spirits or naphtha. 

Here's some cherry that again by altering the ratio we can get whatever tone we want. 
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Here's a strip of mahogany again varying the ratio it allows us to remain in full control of the 

color. 

Here is one with a little twist, we used some General Finishes Cinnamon Dye as a base color 

then the Asphaltum over it, this allowed us to create the deep rich burgundy color that is very 

desirable for mahogany. In reality you could use the same technique on about any wood, it is 

especially nice on cherry as well. Not to mention you can color Poplar, pine or basically any 

secondary wood to match. 

Try applying a heavier coat then a thinner coat over some poplar, exactly as we did on the 

Walnut sap wood, you will be amazed at how well it mimics Walnut. 

To cut to the chase, by experimenting a little you will be amazed at the various things you can 

do. You can add it to your favorite oil and create your own "Danish Oil". It also works 

excellently as a glaze, especially with carvings. You need to remember that a glaze is used over 

a finish, meaning once you have a coat of finish then you can apply the Asphaltum and using 

some mineral spirits or naphtha wipe off the excess leaving whatever you desire in the carving 

or all the nooks and crannies if looking for an antique look. In the event you get a color too dark 

again using some mineral spirits or naphtha you can remove the color until you get what you 

want. 

One of the things you're going to notice since we are using mineral spirits or naphtha is that it 

will dry back very dull, unlike a commercial stain where the oil is used, and will impart a sheen. 

The mineral spirits or naphtha allow it to act more like a dye than a stain, in my opinion that's a 

really good thing, it also dries pretty quick, so if you plan to wipe it back to lighten the color do 

it as soon as possible. 

One other thing when dealing with the tar, the foundation coating is thinner than the roof patch, 

but even then it's like thick molasses, trying to pour it out of the can can be quite messy, simply 

dipping a stick in it or using a small dipper is the best way. You also want to keep notes and 

measure accurately so as to be able to match the colors in the future. 

Irrespective of whatever topcoat you plan to use, be sure to allow the stain to dry well, if using a 

wipe-on oil, go easy so as to not disturb the color, after one or two coats of oil it will all be 

locked in. If you want to use a water-base topcoat I suggest a coat of shellac over the Asphaltum 

after it has dried just to be safe. 

In conclusion, if you experiment a little you will be amazed at all the various things you can do, 

and by the way did I mention is extremely cheap compared to commercial stains? 

As many of you may know, I'm finishing up writing a book on finishing and Asphaltum 

definitely has a chapter, it's just one of those forgotten gems. 


