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President's Corner 
Fellow Woodworkers, between the heat and the storms how can we get any work done in 

the shop. Note to self: "next year...air conditioning for the shop..." I know everyone is 

keeping busy. At least we don't have to mow the grass as often this summer. Please 

continue to stay hydrated and cool.  

 

The Lake County Fair is fast approaching. Please see John or myself and finalize when 

you will be at the booth. Set up is Aug 2 and take down is Aug 6. Extra helping hands are 

still needed. We will have exact times at the meeting. We will have the booth in place in 

the Family Arts and Crafts Building Aug 3-6. We will have passes to be distributed at the 

July meeting. If you are unable to get to the meeting, we will mail the passes. Certain 

times passes are not needed. This is why it is sooooo important to know everyone’s 

arrival time. At the booth we demonstrate our skills and exchange ideas with each other. 

We have met so many woodworkers through this event. It's a fun time you won’t want to 

miss.  

 

Keep making fine sawdust. See you at the membership meeting! 

 

Your President, 

Marcia Lichnerowicz 

 

Aug 26 NIWA Picnic at Hidden Lake Lots of planning is going on. The Club will be 

paying for the entrance fee this year; however, we need a signup list with your name if 

you plan to come to this event. They will be checking names at the gate so they know 

how to charge us. Signup deadline is Aug 15. You can sign up at the meeting or call 

Claudia. The Club will provide water, lemonade, and tea and the meats for BBQ. Good 

news Fred is back and will be BBQing. How lucky we are! I can't wait to see Fred in 

action. He is a Judge for BBQ competition. We need volunteers to help him, and for set 

up and take down. Bring a dish to pass. There is no glass allowed at the park so bring it in 

plastic. There will be BINGO. Bring a gag prize wrap it in newspaper and see the 
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laughter begin. This has been a great success in the past. Ron Benson will bring the bean 

bag toss game. Hope you can make it! Bring the family. This is a great time to hang out 

and have fun. 
 

Dues We are putting together the roster. Please make sure you are current with your dues.  
 

 

Show and Tell 

 

  
  Claudia Brazil     Bob Rinearson 

 

  
     Jim Jones     Ron Benson 
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  Denny McCoole     Joe McDaniel 

 

  
     Bob Miller     John Arvidson 

 

 
Max Hernick 
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   John Hunter      Chuck Norrman 

 

Pyrography & Air Brushing 

 

A demo on pyrography ( burning designs on wood) and also on air brushing, it will be a 4 

hour demo and hands on training done by Jeff Myrop who is very professional on both 

subjects. This will take place at Dave Skagg’s studio 215 East Goldsboro, Crown Point IN. 

on July 28th. from 9 AM till 1 or 2 PM, the cost will be $25.00 . You can contact Dave at 

219-662-1446 or Lalo at 219-781-4129. 

 

Items for sale 

If you have any wood working related items that you wish to sell through the 

newsletter please contact Lalo Gonzalez LaLogon@sbcglobal.net or John Hunter 

john.b.hunter@frontier.com  Include a description and the price you are selling them 

for, also how you may be contacted. 

 

If you are looking for a tool that another member would like to sell you can place a 

wanted ad in the newsletter, just contact John Hunter at john.b.hunter@frontier.com 

 
 

Calendar of Events 

2012 

July 26
th

 Membership Meeting at Hidden Lake 7:00 PM Dick Sader Scroll Saw Tips 

August 2
nd

 Set Up Club Booth at Lake County Fair 9 PM 

August 3
rd

 – 6
th
 Club Booth at Lake County Fair 10 AM – 10 PM 

August 21
st
 Committees Meeting at Marcie’s home 7:00 PM 

mailto:john.b.hunter@frontier.com
mailto:john.b.hunter@frontier.com
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August 23
rd

 Membership Meeting at Hidden Lake 7:00 PM 

August 26
th
 Club Picnic at Hidden Lake Park 12 Noon 

September 18
th
 Committees Meeting at Marcie’s home 7:00 PM 

September 27
th
 Membership Meeting at Hidden Lake 7:00 PM Frank Schmidt  

 Woodworking for the blind 

October 1
st
 Executive Board Meeting at Portage Library 7 PM 

October 16
th

 Committees Meeting at Marcie’s home 7:00 PM 

October 25
th

 Membership Meeting at Hidden Lake 7:00 PM Chuck Norrman bird Feeders 

November 20
th

 Committees Meeting at Hidden Marcie’s home 7:00 PM 

November 15
th

 Membership Meeting at Hidden Lake 7:00 PM Toy Program 

December 18
th

 Committees Meeting at Marcie’s home 7:00 PM 

December 20
th

 Membership Meeting at Hidden Lake 7:00 PM Christmas Party,  

 Installation and Awards 

 
 

 

Bob Flexner’s Finishing Tips 
http://www.thefinishingstore.com/ 

Seven Types of Stain  

We use the term “stain” to identify a colorant we apply to wood to change its color. 

But stains are not equal. Besides the obvious differences in color, there are at least 

seven categories of commercial stains that each apply and color differently. If you 

really want to have control over staining, you need to understand the differences 

and how to identify and choose each type. 

Oil Stain 

Oil stains are the most widely available and the type of stain most people think of 

when they think of stain. These are the easiest to use because the linseed oil 

(sometimes a mixture of linseed oil and varnish) binder allows plenty of time to 

remove the excess before the stain dries—even on large projects. 

You can identify oil stains by their thinning and clean-up solvent: mineral spirits 

(paint thinner). Most manufacturers list it as “petroleum distillate.” Some brands 

use the more technical (and user unfriendly) name: “aliphatic hydrocarbon.” 

Though some oil stains contain only pigment, many contain pigment and dye and 

some contain only dye. The type of colorant used doesn’t seem to make a lot of 

difference in the way the stain looks on the wood, however, because of the impact 

of the binder. (This goes for all stains with a binder included.) 

http://www.thefinishingstore.com/
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Choose an oil stain to apply under any finish except water base, and in all cases 

where you don’t need any of the special characteristics offered by other stains. 

Allow overnight drying in a warm room before applying a finish. 

Varnish Stain 

Varnish stains resemble oil stains in every way but one. Varnish stains use only 

varnish (sometimes polyurethane varnish) as the binder, so varnish stains dry hard 

while oil stains don’t. Therefore, a varnish stain can be brushed on wood and left to 

dry without wiping while excess oil stain has to be wiped off or the finish applied 

on top may chip or peel. 

Think of a varnish stain as alkyd paint with less colorant added. 

Fortunately, most manufacturers label their varnish stains to distinguish them from 

oil stains because varnish stains use the same thinner as oil stains: mineral spirits. 

If you aren’t sure whether a stain is varnish or oil, put a puddle of stain on top of 

the can or on another non-porous surface and see if it dries hard after several days 

in a warm room. Thick oil stains never harden. 

Varnish stains are more difficult to use than oil stains because there’s less time to 

wipe off excess. Brushing and leaving the excess usually leaves prominent brush 

marks that stand out because they’re colored. 

Choose a varnish stain to overcoat an already stained and finished surface that is 

dull or scuffed, or if you’re wiping off excess on a small project. 

Water-Based Stain 

Water-based stains use water-based finish as the binder and replace most of the 

organic thinner with water. So these stains pollute less, are less irritating to be 

around, and are easier to clean up than oil or varnish stains. 

You can identify water-based stains by their thinning and clean-up solvent, which 

is water. 

Water-based stains are usually the best stain to use under water-based finishes 

because these finishes don’t bond well over oil or varnish stains unless you give 

them a week or longer to thoroughly dry. Unfortunately, water-based stains are 

more difficult to use because they raise the grain of the wood, and they dry fast. 

Sanding off raised grain inevitably leads to sanding through color in places. To 

avoid this, raise the grain and sand it off before applying the stain, or bury the 

raised grain. 
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To raise the grain first, wet the wood with a wet cloth. Let the wood dry overnight 

or at least for a few hours in a warm, dry room. Then sand off the roughness and 

apply the stain. To bury raised grain, simply apply the first coat of finish over the 

stain and raised grain, then sand smooth. 

Overcoming fast drying is more difficult. You can add a slow evaporating solvent 

(usually propylene glycol) provided by some manufacturers, or you can add 

lacquer retarder. But adding either reduces the color intensity of the stain and 

defeats the main purpose of using water-based products in the first place—to 

reduce exposure to solvents. 

A better method is to divide your project into smaller parts and apply and wipe off 

the stain on each before going to the next. You can also have a second person 

follow you, quickly wiping off the excess. 

Choose a water-based stain for use under a water-based finish. 

Gel Stain 

Most gel stains are oil-based, so they thin and clean up with mineral spirits. They 

are identifiable by their thickness, which is similar to mayonnaise. This makes 

them rather messy to apply, but gel stains solve the single biggest problem in wood 

finishing—blotching on pine. 

Blotching is uneven coloring caused by varying densities and resin deposits in the 

wood and is the only problem that can’t be fixed by stripping and starting over. 

The only ways to remove blotching are to sand it out, which is very time 

consuming, or paint the wood, which is seldom a desired solution. 

So gel stains serve a very important role in wood finishing. And they are much 

more predictable and easy to use (only one product to apply) than applying a wood 

conditioner or washcoat before staining, which is the method most often suggested. 

Choose a gel stain especially when staining pine, but also when staining other 

blotch-prone woods if you want to reduce the blotching. 

Lacquer Stain 

Lacquer stains use very fast drying binders and solvents. Professional finishers 

love these stains because the finish can be applied within 15 minutes or so, and the 

stain can be added to lacquer to make a “toner” for adjusting color between coats 

of finish. It’s probably this use that has given these stains their name because they 

don’t use lacquer as the binder. They use a very fast drying varnish—a short-oil 

varnish. 
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You can identify lacquer stains by their strong, pungent odor caused by the 

solvents, which usually include xylene and various ketones. These should be listed 

on the cans. 

Lacquer stains are difficult to use because of their very fast drying. Professionals 

usually work in pairs, with one person spraying the stain and the other following 

right behind wiping off the excess. 

Choose a lacquer stain if you want to reduce the time between staining and 

finishing and are working together with someone else or are staining small 

surfaces. Also choose a lacquer stain if you want to add a colorant to lacquer. 

Water-Soluble Dye Stain 

Water-soluble dyes are sold in powder form, which makes them easy to identify. 

These dyes are also referred to as “aniline” dyes and were developed in the late 

nineteenth century for use on textiles and then adapted for wood. They were very 

popular in the furniture industry until the 1950s when metal-complex dyes were 

developed, and they continue to be popular with amateur and small-shop 

woodworkers because of their richness, wide choice of colors and ease of use. 

To make a liquid dye from the powder, simply dissolve it in water. The ratio of one 

ounce of powder in one quart of water usually makes a standard color, but you can 

dissolve more or less powder to create a more or less intense color. The hotter the 

water the more powder you can dissolve. Use distilled water if there’s so much 

metal residue in your tap water that it affects the color. 

The dye has an infinite shelf life in both powder and liquid forms. 

Water-soluble dyes have two great advantages and one disadvantage when 

compared to the stains above. 

One advantage is that the dye doesn’t obscure the wood no matter how dark you 

get it. A black dye, for example, can ebonize wood without completely hiding the 

figure. 

Also, because there’s no binder in the dye, you can darken or lighten or change the 

color right on the wood even after the dye has totally dried. Apply more dye to 

darken the color. Wipe with a wet or damp cloth to lighten the color. Apply a 

different colored dye to change the color. 

The problem with dye is that it fades in UV light, which means sunlight and 

fluorescent light. You may not want to use a dye if your project will be subjected 

to one of these light sources. 
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Two related but more seldom used dyes are alcohol-soluble and oil-soluble powder 

dyes. Alcohol-soluble dyes are sometimes used by touch-up specialists in 

combination with shellac to take advantage of the fast drying characteristic, and 

oil-soluble dyes are sometimes added to oil stains. 

Choose a water-soluble dye if you want deeper or more even coloring than can be 

achieved with stains that contain a binder, or you want more control of the color 

after you apply the stain to the wood. 

Metal-Complex (Metalized) Dye Stain 

A weakness of dye is that it fades fairly quickly in UV light, so a more fade-

resistant dye was developed in the 1950s called “metal-complex,” or “metalized” 

dye. This dye still fades, just not as rapidly. 

Metalized dyes are usually available thinned with acetone (methanol was once 

used) and ready to use. These dyes are labeled “non-grain-raising” or “NGR” and 

are very popular in industry and in shops that spray their stains. The dye can be 

sprayed directly on the wood to act as a stain, and it dries very rapidly so finish can 

be applied within minutes. The dye can also be added to lacquer and sprayed as a 

toner. 

Metalized dyes are also available in concentrated liquid form for you to thin with 

water, alcohol, acetone or lacquer thinner. Using water provides more time for 

application, of course, but introduces grain raising. 

Choose a metalized dye stain if you want a deeper or more even coloring than can 

be achieved with pigment. Choose also if you want to reduce the time between 

staining and finishing or add a dye colorant to lacquer. 

 

Sandpaper Roll Dispenser 

A couple of years ago I decided to start buying my sandpaper in self-adhesive rolls. I 

figured that the added convenience would easily make up for the small, extra cost. But 

there was one minor glitch to my plan - removing a piece of sandpaper from the roll is 

not always an easy job. But I was determined to “stick” with my decision and find a 

remedy for this problem.  
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The solution I came up with involves some simple modifications to the sandpaper roll 

box. The drawing above gives you the idea. First, I added a wood spacer to either end of 

the box. This allowed me to attach a cutter made from an old hacksaw blade. Then, I 

trimmed the box in a few strategic places and added some sandpaper to the front flap.  

To ready the box for dispensing sandpaper, just close the lid, leaving the end of the 

sandpaper roll protruding at the front. And when you need a sheet, pull it out, bend it over 

the cutter, and tear. Pretty convenient after all.  

Good Woodworking,  

Ted Raife 

Online Editor, Woodsmith  

Humor 

 

Bob had a lot of work ahead of him so decided to hire a part time helper. 

"Your first job will be to sweep up the sawdust." he said handing him a broom. 

"Look I'm practically a university graduate," the young man protested. 

"No problem, I'll show you how," Bob replied. 


