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WOOD CHIPS 

 
Northwest Indiana Woodworkers Association 

Volume 24, Issue 9 September 2019 
 

President's Ramblings 
 

Greetings Fellow Woodworkers. The month of August has been such a challenge for 

me.  I am getting better every day and should be able to get in the shop in the next few 

weeks.  My Wife and I had a good time at the Annual Club Picnic.  The food was great 

and the company was even better.  Thank You to everyone that attended you made it a 

fantastic event. 

NOMINATING COMITTEE: October is knocking on the door, we need the 

nominating committee to start the process of gathering nominees for this year’s elections. 

  

Message from Santa: The Toy Program is nearing its deadline (November meeting). 

Time to start putting the finishing touches on the toys for the needy children.  Also, we 

need the names of the Charitable organizations with contacts and address of the 

organization you would like to see get these items. It will be your responsibility to get the 

items delivered to your organization(s). You can submit the names of organizations at our 

next meeting or email them to John Hunter at john.b.hunter@frontier.com. November's 

meeting is when these toys are passed out and time is running short. Please help where 

you can and thanks to all members who have and are helping make a merrier Christmas 

for some needy children. 

  

Program for September is Favorite / Least Favorite tool. Dust off that klunker tool 

that is taking up space and help out your fellow woodworker. Tell him or her why it was 

a bad or great investment. Also, why you can't live without that special tool in your shop. 

This was a great turn out last year; I can't wait to see what is brought in for this year. 

  

Educational Raffle Tickets are still available. Drawing is held at the November 

meeting. Looking to do a little more with this wonderful club? We are in need of help 

with raffle ticket chairman or woman for next year! 
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November is Toys for the Needy Children. 

December Christmas Dinner.  Reminder we will need to make some gifts for the Ladies! 

Please no pens for gifts this year. 

Enjoy this weather and Don't let your tools rust! 

Your President, 

Kevin Sturgeon 

Show and Tell 

 

  

        James Krohn      Dick Sader 
 

  

  Bill Schoech     Jon Robbins 
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Items for sale 

 

If you have any wood working related items that you wish to sell through the 

newsletter please contact John Hunter john.b.hunter@frontier.com  Include a 

description and the price you are selling them for, also how you may be contacted. 

 

If you are looking for a tool that another member would like to sell you can place a 

wanted ad in the newsletter, just contact John Hunter at john.b.hunter@frontier.com 

 

Generator 
 

  
 

Coleman Powermate  

6875 max watts 

5500 running watts 

120/240 

$400 firm 

 

Contact Jesse Carrillo 219.201.8281 
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2019 
 

September 26
th
 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 7:00  

 PM Program Favorite/Least Favorite tools 

October 7
th

 Executive Board Meeting at 7 PM at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 

October 21
st
 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

October 24
th

 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 7:00 PM 

November 11
th

 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

November 21
st
 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 7:00  

 PM Toy Program 

December 16
th

 Committees Meeting at 2949 Willowcreek Rd, Portage 7:00 PM 

December 19
th

 Membership Meeting at 208 South Linda Street, Hobart IN 6:00  

 PM Christmas Party, Installation and Awards 

 

 

Bob Flexner’s Finishing Tips 
http://www.thefinishingstore.com/ 

 

Coating Over an Existing Finish: A Risky Business that Sometimes Works 

Finishes deteriorate as they age. First they dull, then they begin to crack. Exposure to 

light in the higher ultra-violet ranges, such as sunlight and fluorescent light, accelerates 

the deterioration. 

Finishes also get damaged from abuse, which can cause a surface to look bad. 

In some cases, the only way to repair the deterioration or damage and make the furniture 

or woodwork look good again is to strip off the old finish and refinish. 

There are many situations, however, where applying a coat or two of finish on top of 

what is already there can make the old deteriorated or damaged finish look new again. 

Coating over an old finish has the great advantages of avoiding the always-messy 

stripping process and greatly reducing the amount of work involved. 

But applying a finish over an existing finish is one of the riskiest operations you can do in 

finishing because it can result in any number of problems. These include blistering, 

wrinkling, fish eye, orange peel and poor bonding. 

Problems are difficult to predict, but there are three measures you can take to minimize 

your risk: 

 Make sure the surface is clean. 

 Make sure the surface is dull. 

 Avoid using a finish that contains a solvent that could attack the existing coating. 

http://www.thefinishingstore.com/
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Cleanliness 

It’s pretty obvious that a surface should be clean for a fresh coat of finish to bond well. 

There are four types of “dirt” that could cause problems: dust, grease, wax and silicone. 

Dust and other common dirt can be wiped off the surface or washed off with water or 

soap and water. Grease is common in kitchens and can be removed with any strong 

detergent, TSP, household ammonia and water, or petroleum-distillate solvent such as 

mineral spirits or naphtha. Wax is a care product often applied to furniture and can be 

removed with any petroleum-distillate solvent without damaging the finish underneath. 

Silicone contamination is common with old finishes and is a particularly difficult 

problem. Silicone is an oil that is contained in many furniture polishes and is difficult to 

totally remove from a surface because it gets through cracks in the finish and into the 

wood. Because it is so slick, silicone causes fish-eye (the finish bunching up in ridges as 

it flows away from areas, such as pores, where the silicone exists). 

To a large degree, silicone can be removed by washing the surface with a petroleum-

distillate solvent or with a strong detergent, TSP or household ammonia and water. But if 

the silicone has gotten into the wood through cracks in the old finish, you may not be able 

to get it all removed. 

To deal with these situations, you can block the silicone fairly successfully by applying a 

first coat of shellac or you can add fish-eye eliminator to your finish. This product is 

silicone itself, and it lowers the surface tension of the finish enough so it can flow out 

over the slick silicone contamination. 

In very bad cases, you may need to combine one or both of these remedies with a 

thorough cleaning to successfully overcome the problem. 

Fish-eye eliminator is available from many distributors, suppliers and mail-order sources 

under several different names. One of the most common is “Smoothie.” Add an 

eyedropper full to a quart of finish and stir in. In particularly severe cases of 

contamination you may need to add more, but too much will cause a dullness in the 

finish. 

To add fish-eye eliminator to oil-based varnish or polyurethane, thin with a little mineral 

spirits or naphtha first to make it easier to stir in. 

For water-based finishes, use a compatible “emulsified” fish-eye eliminator. 

Dullness 

All coatings have difficulty flowing out over glossy surfaces and “wetting” them well 

enough to establish a good bond, so it’s wise to scuff these surfaces before recoating. 
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You can do this with any abrasive, including sandpaper, steel wool or Scotch-Brite. 

(Scuffing also helps with the cleaning by physically removing the “dirty” top layer.) 

Don’t use steel wool if you intend to coat over using a water-based finish. Any steel 

shards left behind could rust and cause black spots. 

Sometimes you can avoid the scuffing step by using a cleaning product that has the added 

effect of dulling the surface. Products that accomplish this include household ammonia 

and water, TSP and “liquid sandpaper,” which is a mixture of solvents (primarily alcohol) 

that both clean and dull. 

Solvent Attack 

The above explanations are fairly intuitive and pretty well understood by most finishers: 

a surface should be clean and dull in order to be coated over successfully. Problems 

caused by solvents aren’t so well understood. 

If you think of the number of times you’ve successfully painted over an old clean-and-

dull painted or finished surface, you know that coating over is possible. The reason the 

paint didn’t cause problems like blistering or wrinkling is that the solvents included in the 

paint were mild. The solvent that causes problems is lacquer thinner, which is included in 

nitrocellulose lacquer, CAB-acrylic lacquer and catalyzed lacquer. 

In fact, any paint or finish that contains lacquer thinner or is thinned with lacquer thinner 

or with any of the active solvents in lacquer thinner (for example, acetone) has the 

possibility of attacking an existing coating and causing a problem. 

Moreover, lacquer retarders, which evaporate much slower than standard lacquer 

thinners, are more problematic because they remain in contact with the existing coating 

for a longer time. This means that “brushing lacquers” are more risky to use because they 

are made with lacquer retarder. Also, the application of a thoroughly wet coat of a 

product containing lacquer thinner is more likely to cause problems than applying a thin 

or relatively dry coat. 

So, what should you do if you want to use a product containing lacquer thinner to coat 

over an existing finish? With the goal of reducing the amount of time the solvents are in 

contact with the existing surface, here are some suggestions: 

 Spray a couple of light “dusting” coats of finish and let them dry thoroughly before 

applying a wet coat. 

 Avoid using lacquer retarder, even if this means waiting for drier or cooler weather. 

Also, don’t use brushing lacquer. 

 Apply a barrier coat of shellac between the existing surface and the coating 

containing lacquer thinner. Shellac is thinned with alcohol, which rarely causes 
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blistering or wrinkling. Be sure to let the shellac dry thoroughly before applying the 

product thinned with lacquer thinner, and apply this product lightly at first so it 

doesn’t stay wet on the surface long enough to dissolve through the shellac. Also, 

use shellac that is relatively fresh – that is, made within the last year or so, or it can 

be the culprit itself in causing the finish to wrinkle. 

No matter what precautions you take, there is always a risk of problems. So you need to 

have a back-up plan of stripping and starting over, just in case. 

 

Drying Rack for Shelves 

 
Adjustable shelves can be a pain to finish. Since the top and bottom faces have to be 

finished separately, they can take twice as long to finish as any other part of a project. 

But here's a drying rack that lets you hang the shelves vertically so the entire shelf can be 

finished in one shot. Best of all, it only takes a few minutes to build. 
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To make the rack, start by drilling a series of ½"-dia. holes about four inches apart down 

the center of a scrap, as shown in detail 'a' at right. (I used a piece of 2×4 stock.) Then rip 

the board in two, cutting right through the holes.  

By tacking a cross brace at the top of the rails, you end up with a rack for holding the 

shelves, see drawing. Shop Note: The length of the cross rails is determined by the width 

of the shelves.  

Now to make it easy to hang the shelves, partially drive a small nail or screw into the 

sides of each shelf near the back. With the rack leaning against a wall, you can finish and 

hang several shelves at the same time without taking up a lot of space.  

Good woodworking,  

Ted Raife 

Online Editor, Woodsmith  


