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December President’s Corner 
 
My Friends, 
 
  I want to thank all of you for making 2009 a successful year for Northwest Indiana Woodworkers 
Association. As your President, I over saw many wonderful things happen this year. We completed our 
Non Profit status, had a successful Lake County Fair program that brought education to the community 
and several new members joining our Club. We furthered our education with speakers and from within 
by establishing the Special Interest Group Program featuring scrolling, carving and turning. We had 
field trip outings and breakfasts regularly that included family and friends. There have been more 
members active in our club. This is clearly defined by the success of year two of the Achievement 
Program. The Toys for Kids Program is a success both for the children and for us. The joy of making 
toys is so special to us. Just remember that whatever happens in February 2010, when one door closes 
another opens. 

I will always keep close to my heart this year I shared with you as president.  
Marcia A White 
President NIWA 2009 
 

“Sawdust” from the Incoming President 
 
I would like to thank all those who extended to me a Congrats for being elected the new President for 
2010. I think we have a great group of officers and committee people who will keep our club moving 
forward. I will be working to encourage each of you to share your individual talents with our club in the 
coming year. We have a lot of very talented woodworkers in all kinds of areas. That’s the great thing 
about woodworking; you can tie in stained glass, metal working, etc. to expand woodworking.  
 

I had the pleasure of attending Denny McCool’s SIG on turning. There were 10 members in 
attendance, which I think is great and shows how we all want to learn new things and techniques. Denny 
along with Dave Skaggs, showed a number of techniques to those in -attendance. I think these mini 
training sessions are a big reason why we all joined the club, to share and to learn from each other. 

 
I hope we can have more of these training sessions and some good ‘how tos” for some of the 

meeting programs. At the January meeting I’m going to ask the membership for some ideas as to 
programs you would like to see at a meeting. We need to brainstorm and get some ideas from YOU, so 
please give it some thought. 

 
Thanks again for the opportunity to lead OUR club.   Lou Takacs 
 



 
Notice: Paul Jacobs long time member of our Club has moved to the Town Center in Merrillville. His 
son called to inform us of his move. He is in Room 141of the Independent Living Section. He would 
love his friends to stop by. 
 
Bargain Alerts: These are sent out through email by John Hunter, if you are not on the list and would 
like to receive them contact John at john.b.hunter@verizon.net and have your name added to the list of 
recipients.  
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By Bob Roach 
 
Our club has been in existence for 19 years and our members have been making Toys for Kids for all 
those years. 
 

Our goal has been to build 1000 safe and sturdy toys each year and to get them distributed to 
needy children in this area.  In many cases, these are the only toys that these children will receive at 
Christmas. 

 
Actually, we originally gave our toys to the Toys for Tots program, but several years ago Toys 

for Tots wanted to sell some of our toys and buy basketballs and such.  Our membership voted 
overwhelmingly against this.  The feeling was that we wanted all our toys to go to the kids.  I think this 
demonstrated the strong feeling our members have about this program.  

 
This year we made about 900 toys for distribution by 21 churches and other organizations.  This 

has required countless hours and expense by our members and I wish to thank all of you for this effort.  
You can be very proud.  Those of us that have witnessed the children receiving these toys can tell you 
about the joy on the faces of these children. 

 
However, this great program appears to be finished.  The federal government wants to protect 

children from lead poisoning.  This is a legitimate goal that we are in favor of.  The problem is that their 
solution to the lead problem is far too over reaching. 

 
Starting in February, 2010 all toys for ages 12 and under must be third party tested for lead in the 

paint or other finish applied.  There are two problems with this; great expense (every member’s toys 
would have to be sent to a lab for testing) and we are not part of the problem.  Toys from China and 
other imports are the source of lead in paint.  Paint containing lead is not available to us in this country 
so we could not use dangerous paint even if we wanted to. 

 
The Consumer Product Safety Commission has the regulation dealing with this, but the law was 

passed by congress.  It appears that they created a blanket solution to a problem without thinking 
through the details. 

 
We have brought our position to the attention of Congressman Pete Visclosky, but received a 

generic reply stating what the regulation is.  Perhaps someone with more clout and could do a better job 
of protesting this regulation. 

 
In the meantime, we will distribute our toys this year and then try to figure out other ways that 

this great woodworkers club can work together to help our community. 
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Photo’s from the Toy meeting 
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Table Saw Trouble 
 
By Bob Roach 
 
Oh no!  I flipped the switch on my contractor style table saw and all I got was a hum-mm.  Now what?  I 
checked on-line for help with motor repair and that indicated a bad start capacitor.  This motor has two 
capacitors.  A start capacitor and a run capacitor.  I tested both with my ohm meter and they tested the 
same.  I figured that they both would not have gone bad at the same time so it must be something else. 
  
My next thought was to use this as an excuse to buy a new saw for $2700.00 or more, but then I decided 
to call Mills Electric Co. in Hammond to see if they could repair my motor.  I explained my problem to 
them and was told that there is a switch inside the motor housing that can get fouled with sawdust.  I 
should try tapping the motor gently with a hammer and then blow the sawdust out of the housing. 
  
Of course my air compressor was at my brother-in-laws house.  I did have a can of compressed air used 
for cleaning computers.  I tapped the motor and blew out the sawdust; lots of sawdust.  I then flipped the 
switch and by golly, my saw started up. 
  
Mixed emotions here.  My saw is now working, but I lost my excuse to buy a new one.  Oh, well. 
  
Anyway, I want to let you know that it was really nice of Mills Electric to give me that tip.  They could 
have said "Bring it in and we'll fix it" for a price. 
 

Special Christmas Gift that goes on and on 
 
From Marcie White 
 
Every morning you are handed 24 golden hours. They are one of the few things in this world that you 
get for free. If you had all the money in the world, you could not buy an extra hour. What will you do 
with this priceless treasure? Remember, you must use it, as it is given only once. Once wasted, you 
cannot get it back. 
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 Bob Rinearson    Carl Mills           Lou Takacs 
 

   
       Paul Jarrell   Phil Malavolta           John Hunter 

 

   
  Joe McDaniel      Bob Miller            Gene Davis 
 

   
 Hilario Gonzalez   John Sturk    Max Hernick 
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Christmas & Awards Party Dec 17 Reservations are being taken. There is a $5.00 deposit per person 
which is returned when you arrive at the party. You can mail your reservation to Claudia Brazil at  
168 W. 850 N.  Valparaiso IN 46385-7925.  

Bring your favorite dish. If you like it, chances are we will too. The Club provides the meat, 
bread, and beverages.  

The tradition of giving gifts to the ladies that come to the party is being continued this year. If 
you are making a gift, contact Paul Jarrell (PJ) he has the list.  219-759-3052 or email at 
pjmay07@gmail.com  
 
**************************************************************************************************** 

CHRISTMAS PARTY REGISTRATION FORM 2009 
I_________________________________________________will be attending the 2008 NIWA 
Christmas party on December 17, 2009. I will be bringing ___________guests. I understand that I am 
paying a registration fee of $5.00 per person that will be refunded at the party by the treasurer.  
Total registration fee paid $_____________. 
 

I____________________________________________________have received a total of 
$________________refund on December 17, 2009 
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Dec. 5     9 AM Club Breakfast at Old Country Buffet 
Dec. 15 6:30 PM Committees Meeting at Hidden Lake 
Dec. 17 7 PM Membership Meeting at Pierce Middle School. Christmas Party and Awards 
Banquet. 
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A chimpanzee walked into a bar, jumped up on a stool and ordered a beer. 
"You're a talking chimp!" the bartender exclaimed. 
" Right," the chimp replied, " I'm working in construction across the street for a week, then I'm laid off, 
now where is my beer?" 
Each day the chimp came in for a beer after work, he was getting more and more depressed about being 
laid off. Meanwhile a circus came to town, the bartender mentioned the talking chimp to the owner. 
" I've got great news, you can get a job with the circus." he informed the chimp. 
" This circus, its in a big canvas tent?" the chimp inquired. 
" Well yes," replied the bartender. 
" Wonder what they need a finishing carpenter for?" mused the chimp. 

 
 

Q: When is saw dust not saw dust? 
A: Well, you start cutting through the wood and you make saw dust. When you 
cut through the knot, you make knot saw dust. 
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E I Z G D E V I B K L C Z S N  
K V B C C Z H W N I I J G Y P  
H N A I F G O O C P E M N G T  
U V M C C I C M O H O N O F S  
P U I S N K D C E R N B P Z P  
P W F Q D O S D U A M A I K R  
O M E O R O C K L B O O C B I  
M B W L R D E F L E C T I O N  
E N M G R U N O U T B C R S G  
O M Y T U C S S O R C A C Z W  
L H B A D M E B X L P C C A O  
H T X N A G B N C A Z F S K O  
P F Q Z R X Y X L L K M S N D  
Y I Y V B G U Z D T E C T B F  
P Y T L V P A E J B R L J X T  
 
CONCAVE 
CROSSCUT 
DEFLECTION 
FIDDLEBACK 
HYGROSCOPIC 
KNOCKDOWN 
PHLOEM 
PUMICE 
RUNOUT 
SPRINGWOOD 
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2009 Committee Members 
President Marcie White 
Vice President Dick Sader 
Treasurer Claudia Brazil 
Secretary John Hunter 
Achievement John Hunter 
Audit Bill Harbison 
Badges Elizabeth Carlsson 
Bargain Alerts John Hunter 
Christmas Party Claudia Brazil & Marcie White 
Community Liaison Dick Sader 
Discounts 
Drawings Phil Malavolta 
Exhibits Marcie White & Phil Malavolta 
Field Trips Leon Kozlowski 
Club Patches Fred Baginski 
Historian Art & Helen Willing 
Hospitality Charles Norman 
Lake County Fair David White 
Library David White & Bob Roach 
Membership/sign-in George Salatas 
Mini-Seminars John Sturk & Bob Miller 
Newsletter Editor Hilario (Lalo) Gonzalez (lalogon@sbcglobal.net) 
Nominations Joe McDaniels 
Parliamentarian Joe McDaniels 
Pattern Master Stanley Wagner 
Photographer Fred Baginski 
Picnic/Party Marcie White, Claudia Brazil, Lou Takacs 
Publicity John Sturk 
Program John Hunter 
Recycling Claudia Brazil  
Shop Visits Dick Sader 
Show & Tell Denny McCool & Max Hernick 
SIG Carving  
SIG Scroll Saw Dick Sader 
SIG Turning Denny McCoole 
Toys for Kids Bob Roach, Claudia Brazil & Skip Brazil 
Videographer Carl Mills & Max Hernick 
Website Bob Roach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
North West Indiana Woodworkers Association 
P. O. Box 271 
Schererville, Indiana 46375 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 

 


